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Will Support the Nominees

The following paragraphs are
from the Key West Journal of
the 14th inst. ‘

“0f Catts is  the Demoeratic
nominee for governor, the Repub-
lican nominee will have a fine
chanee,"’

“1¢ the Republican nominee for
governor takes the stump and
goes after the job, Florida will
have a Republican governor.”’

“We seriously doubt if the vot-
ers in the recent primary will
stick by the Democratic nominee
for governor, if it is Catts.”’

The Herald begs to assurve the
Journal and any Republican or
independent aspirant for the gov-
ernor’s office that the ilvmocl'ntsl
of Florida will stick to the Demo- |
eratic nominee, whoever he may |
be. They need a dose of bad med.
icine, and The Herald at lcast
will do all it can to induce them |
to take it and that, too, without|
any lemon juice in it
take it now, as

to do and will do, it will have a‘l'l briefly stated as follows:

fine effect four years hence,

And speaking of four years
hence, The Herald serves notice
right now that it will have noth-
ing to do with any primary here.
after that may be conducted un-
der the present Bryan primary
law and it will not be bound by
the results of such a primary. The
Herald accepts vesults this time
and will give loyal support to the
nominees, but it will certainly
not be so foolish hereafter as to
bind itself by a secheme, a system
or a law that enables 32,000 ou
of 75,000 men to name the candi-
dates for whom we all shall vote
Over 40,000 of us, including Sena-
tor Bryan himself, got caught in
the Bryan trap this time, but, four
vears from now, it is not likely
that there will be as many as 40,-
000 grown-up male fools in Flori-
da,

The Jacksonville Free Press of
the 15th was simply a journalis-
tie riot: it was provocative of in-
surrection, and all because it im-
agined that somebody designed
to steal the gubernatorial nomina-
tion from Brother Catts. The pa-
per insinpated that threats of as-
sassinating Mr. Catts had been
made. Nonsense! Even though
Mr. Catts is the choice of less than
a third of the qualified Demo-
erats of Florida, as the returns
show, nobody proposes to cheat
him out of the nomination or to
kill him. What ought to be kill-
od is the Bryan primary law,
which effected Mr. Catts' nomi-
nation.

If they |ami Herald,

State Division

A State divisionist is but one
remove from anarchist. He is an
alarmist; a catastrophist; an ex-
ereseencs ; a4 carcinoma upon
civilization, which for its stately
tolerance and forbearance, per-
mits him to linger out his little,
vapid existenee, — The Florida
Reeord, Tallahassee.

Why exhaust the dictionary,
Brother Feolkel, in your effort to
save Tallahassee from the peren-
pial “‘innoenous  desuetude’’ to
which it is doomed? Or did you
write the ahove simply to astonish
vour readers with your knowl-
odge of lexicographical exple-
tives, careinoma, for example?

Lay your dictionary aside for
a moment and learn t_hat a large
majority of the people of Florida
wish the state divided and they

have most excellent reasons  for
their wish. Some of them are

in an artiele from the Mi-
which is printed else-
They may

given

they have sworn | where

in this paper,

That part of Florida lving
'wost of Jacksonville and from
|_1Iu-ro to  Pensacola and north
|from the northern boundary of
Alachua county belongs ethically
;mul logically to southern Georgia
or sonthern Alabama, beeause its
industries, its needs and the char-
acteristies of its people are identi-
eal with those of South Georgia
and South Alabama and wholly
different from these of South
Florida.

To reach the present eapital,
two-thirds of the peoople are pud
to  unreasonable inconvenicnee,
swpense and time, [t
would bhe better for them to have
the ecapital at Savannah, Ga.

The erveation of an additional
would add to the South's
representation i congress, giving
us two more United States sena-
tors and maybe two additional

In:._\; uI‘

state

I-,-g-p]-.-_\-.m;\,ﬁ‘.q\' It would also
lgive South Florida one of its
greatest  needs, lower  freight

if South Florida is
made a separate state, inter-state
commerce rates would apply to it
As things are now, the interstate
rates end at Jacksonville and the
higher intra-state rates apply to
all shipments south of Jackson
ville.

There are plenty of good,
sound, unanswerable reasons why
South Florida should be eut off
from the northern and
portions of the state and made in-
to a separate and independent
state, and it is only a question oi
time when this will be done.

rates, because,

westem

Editor Jordan's home folks
stood by him splendidly, giving

Editor Jordan reiterates that

him 200 votes to 28 for his oppon-

the |

The Primary & Failure

Owing to some very unsatisfac-
tory, not to say ridiculous results
of the contest of the 6th inst., sev-
eral newspapers, notably the
Jacksonville Metropolis, demand
the repeal of the Florida primary
law and a return to the conven-
tion system of nominating eandi-
dates. The demand is supported
by good reasons, and The Herald
would be glad to join in it but for
the fact that its editor was de-
feated in the late primary and it
might bhe imagined that his oppo-
[sition is instigated by disap-
| pointment, Nevertheless, he will
|risk the suspicion by stating the
reasons for his opesition to the
system, as they invelve the funda-
mental principles of our system
of government as framed by our
forefathers and advecated by
Thomas Jefferson, the apostle of
Democracy in America.

First, it was never intended by
the founders of this government
that United States senators éven,
much less the president, should be
shosen by direct vote of the peo-
ple. Representative government
was the underlying principle of
the whole thing.

What does that mean! That
representatives chosen by the peo-
ple should elect the senators and
the president. It was never con-
templated that the people should
vote direct for these officials, but
ithey were given the privilege of
seleeting by direct vote thair rep-
resentatives in the lower house of
congress. The eonstitution of
cach state was modeked upon this

idea and plan. For over a hun-
dred years, it worked well; the
wisdom of our forefathers was

demonstrated by the fact that the

methods suggested und adopted
by them gave us good govern-
ment.

And the eonstitution and meth-
ods of government established ov-
er a hundred years ago, were -
dopted by the Democratic party
in the state and nation and prov-
ed eminently satisfactory until, in
these later years, there arose a
number of pscudo-reformers eall-
ing themselves Progressives, who,
thrusting themselves into both of
the great political parties, moved
by a lust for office and power, em-
ployed the artifices of the dema-
gogue and sueceeded in substitut-
ing for the spirit of our govern-
ment and the prineiples of Thom-
as Jefferson a system that would
enabile them to deceive and mis-
lead the people and place them-
selves in power.

This was and is the primary e-
leetion system, which has just
been tried out in  Florida and
found to be the greatest political
fraud of the age. By it, 32,000
voters out of 75,000 named & gov-
crnor for a million of people. A
bare majority of them named a
United States senator. Not only
this, but where four or five can-
didates were running for the same
office, the voters who cast hath
their first and sceond choiee votes
for any except the two ‘‘high
men,’” lost their votes and were
|I'!.’H'Til'il”_\' disfranchised. Thus
lthere were thousands who had ab-
\solutely no voiee in naming the
candidate for governor or United
!Hizn-w senator, state comptroller
or railroad commissioner.
mtimated that the
|nominees are not good and capa-
{ble men, but it is demanded to
know wherein the results prove
{the truth and foree of the dema-
gogues® bhattle-ery, *“‘The people
shall rule.”” No one can deny
that the results show that a mi-
writy ean and does rule and that
this minority be influenced
by the wiles of demagogues.

The old convention system n
Florida never produced such re-
sultg, never gave us demagogues
or corrupt men for officials, never
tmade us appear 1o the world as
@ lot of political simpletons.
| In econclusion, The Herald ap-
proves  the suggestion of Judge
Wills of Gainesville, that we have

It is not

may

4 1 o _—
I.ink ';n_l_Qll.ihk ______, We Announce the Opening of a

It seems that o war with Mexico
is unavoidable. Sueh being the
ease, The Herald earnestly hopes
that our government will make
it as short as possible, To this
end, an overwhelming army of
not less than 1,500,000 men should
be immediately organized and de-
spatched to that God-forsake

country. Such an army ecould
settle the whole business in a
vear; whereas, it would take

250,000 men three to five years to
accomplish the samg result.

Let's ““whip ok '’ and
do it thoroug make 'em
pay for it! ° ;

Gilchrist has explai “how it
happened,’’ and so Senator
Bryan and Gov. Tramimell, but
not a word have we from Perry

Wall. He is speechless.

‘
STATE PRESS COMMENT ;

.

Florida Times-Union: — The
primary that was to make the

majority omnipotent has resulted
in making one man boss.

Tallahassee Record: — Florida
was settled in the seventeerith
century and has been unsettled
ever since.

Miami Metropolis:—The state
demoeratic committee might do
the right thing by the publie and
publish an itemized account of
its receipts and expenditures,

Ocala Banner:—We predicted
that all sorts of mischievous
things would be the outcome of
the Bryan primary law, but our
worst fears have been more than
realized,

Lakeland Telegram: — There
certainly is something the matter
with a law that permits a little
aver 20,000 votes to elect the Gov-
ernor of a state with over a mil-
lion population,

Lakeland Telegram :—Whoever
is chosen governor will be the
choice of only about one-fourth
of those voting in the primary, in-
stead of the preference of a ma-
jority. Such are the workings of
our primary eclection law.

Ocala Star:—Various rveasons
are advanced why Congressman
Sparkman was defeated in the re-
cent primary, Seems to the Star
that one reason was that he did-
n't have enough pestoffice ap-
pointments to go around.

Thorn in Palm Beach Post:—
That cxcellent publieation, **Our
Dumb Animals,”’ contains a very
interesting article on ‘‘the Mar-
velous Speed of Dogs’''—but 1've
noticed that Catts can cut off
some records when once they get
started good and plenty.

Ocala Star:—Editor Jordan of
the Punta Gorda Herald, is not
tummyaking about his defeat for
the office of secrctary of state.
Editor Jordan is a man of broad
mind and cheerful spirit. 1f the
people of Florida won™t give him

an office, they lose more than e
does,
Ocala Banner, June l4th:—If

we had been permitted to have a
second primary between Catts
and Knott, the former would have
been left on first base; so" we will
have to charge up Mr. Catts’ nom-
ination, if it be true that he is
nominated, to the author of this
bill. -

Miami Metropolis:—The Me-|
tropolis believes that Catts will|
make a forceful executive, and |

that the state will be better for|
his governorship, but his election |
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0f Quality Groceries

Twenty-One
GOOD ‘

APPETIZING MEALS
Each Week,

Consisting of

QUALITY GROCERIES

Our Kind,

WILL MAKE WEAK MAN STRONG!
TRY THEM A WEEK!
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Irrigate Your Land

it Means Sure Crops and More profit.
I am prepared to drill 2 to 8 inch wells
at lowest prices and will guarantee
flowing water Let me figure with you

CLAYTON L. PORTER,

R ————

Punta Gorda. F'la.
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